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DATES TO REMEMBER
CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH:  

RESPONSIBILITY

Dear  Bell  Hi l l  Famil ies,

Even though we are off icial ly in the 
month of September , i t seems that the 
summer  weather  is here to stay for  a whi le 
longer.  I  hope you al l  had fun over  the 
long weekend and that the chi ldren came 
back to school r eady to engage in the 
learning oppor tuni ties their  teachers have 
for  them in the classrooms.  

I  enjoyed meeting many of you at 
Back to School Night.  I  have received such 
a warm welcome at BHA, and I feel so 
grateful to you, the staff  and the students 
for  that.  My hope for  this school year  is to 
faci l i tate the fur ther  development of the 
BHA Learning Community in which 
ever yone has a place and a role to play.  
The work of the ELAC and the Site Counci l  
w i l l  focus on str engthening our  
community by ensur ing that we maintain 
consistent and authentic communication 
between home and school. I  appreciate 
ever yone's effor ts on behalf of our  
wonder ful students!

Famil ies, as you may recall , my 
"homework" for  you this year  is to f ind 
some way to get involved in the school 
community.  I  know  that i t is challenging 
for  working parents, but possible i f  you 
plan in advance.  Educational r esearch  
has demonstrated the connection between

(Continued on page 2)

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

9/6 Ear ly Release at 1:50

9/7 ELAC Meeting 5:30-7pm

- chi ldcare provided

9/8 Picture Day!

9/13 Ear ly Release at 1:50

9/15 Spir i t Day! Wear  your  black and red

9/18 No School :  Professional 
Development Day for  Staff

9/19 Coffee w ith the Counselor  and the 
Pr incipal at 9am

9/20 Ear ly Release at 1:50

Site Counci l  Meeting 3:30 - 4:30            
Al l  are welcome!

- chi ldcare provided

9/22 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

9/27 Ear ly Release at 1:50

9/28 Student of the Month Awards

9/29 Spir i t Day! Wear  your  black and red  

Lazy Dog Ice Cream for  Per fect 
Attendance 2pm

10/3 Parent Conferences

10/4 Ear ly Release at 1:50

10/5 Parent Conferences

10/6 Jog-a-thon!!

ASSESSM EN T S
You may already be aware that our staff gives a variety of 
assessments to our students throughout the year.  Currently, 
we are giving assessments in reading and math to all students 
in order for teachers to have information about their 
academic levels as we start the school year.  This information 
informs the instruction in the classroom.  There will be other 
assessments given periodically, both academic and  
behavioral.  If you have any questions about these, please do 
not hesitate to  speak to Mrs. Graham or  your child's teacher.



PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
(CONTINUED)

famil ies' par ticipation in schools 
and their  chi ldren's academic 
success.  I f  you are not sure how  
to help, come see me!

It is a great pleasure to be 
the pr incipal of this del ightful 
school.  Please come by and say 
"hello!"

All  the best,    

Mrs. Graham

"THE CHARACTER SHOW" ASSEMBLY
Last Fr iday, the students from f i r st to four th grade 
walked over  to the St. Joseph's Cultural Center  for  an 
assembly cal led "The Character  Show."  The presenter , 
Obediah Thomas, put on a l ively and interactive show  
that was both enter taining and educational.  We 
learned about the 6 Pi l lar s of Character :  Respect, 
Responsibi l i ty, Trustwor thiness, Car ing, Fair ness and 
Citizenship.  The teachers and I were impressed w ith 
the acting talents of the student volunteers!  We had 
some belly laughs together !

CROSS COUNTRY CLUB
M aestra Colvin  is offer ing a Cross Countr y 

Club for  1st-4th graders star t ing th is m onth.   The club 
is fr ee of charge and wi l l  m eet on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays fr om  3:30 to 4:15.  There is a m andatory 
parent in form ation m eeting on Sept. 19 at 5:30 for  
those who are in terested.  H er  em ai l  is 
scolvin@gvsd.us ¡M uchas gracias, M aestra Colvin !  

Par en t i n g Ti p  for  the M on th  of  Septem ber

You can rein for ce school  r u les by talk ing about how to 
be safe, r espect fu l  and r espon si bl e at  hom e, in  the 
car  and in  publ ic places.   

OUR FIRST FIRE DRILL

On Fr iday, Septem ber  1, we held our  f i r st  f i r e 
dr i l l  of the year.  The students did a good job of 
fol lowing instruct ions to be quiet and walk  calm ly to 
the upper  playground.  As an elem entary school , we 
are required to pract ice these k inds of dr i l ls m onthly.  
I f  you are in terested in  knowing m ore, please talk  to 
M rs. Graham .



T EACH ER SPO T L I GH T : 

M AEST RA T URN ER

M aestr a Tur ner  lear ned Span ish  in  school  as wel l  as dur ing t r ips to Ch i le and Per u.  She 
decided to becom e a teacher  af ter  r unn ing an  educat ional  f ar m  in  N evada Ci ty.  She 
en joyed teach ing studen ts so m uch  that she decided to do that k ind  of  wor k al l  the t im e.  
I n  her  f r ee t im e, M aestr a Tur ner  l i kes to read, garden  and p lay sof tbal l .  She is ver y 
exci ted  to have her  own  classroom  th is year  and is look ing for ward  to wor k ing on  ST EM  
(Science, Technology, Engineer ing and M athem atics) chal lenges.  She loves teach ing 
science and is exci ted  to exp lore local  h istor y  w i th  her  studen ts.  W e are so for tunate to 
have M aestr a Tur ner  jo in  our  staf f  of  ded icated  p rofessionals!

Bell Hil l  Academ y is a Global Studies and Dual 
Immersion School.  The educators at Bell Hill share 
the goal of preparing students to be informed and 
curious world citizens.

T he newest teacher  to jo in  the staf f  at  BH A is p robably  
not a new face to m ost of  you.  M aestr a Kat ie Tur ner , 
the th i r d  gr ade dual  im m er sion  teacher, was a studen t 
teacher  last  w in ter  in  M aestr a Cam pbel l 's class.  
M aestr a Tur ner  grew up  in  the Bay Area and at tended 
Stan ford  Un iver si ty  where she ear ned a bachelor 's 
degree and a m aster 's in  an th ropology.  She says, "I  
appreciate the close and war m  com m un i ty  at  Bel l  H i l l  
that  has been  welcom ing to m e and  al l  of  the studen ts."

Nutr i t i on  Ti p  for  Fam i l i es

Try these heal thy tr eats for  bir thdays or  any celebrat ion instead of 
sugary snacks:

- Frui t  and Cheese Kabobs: Put grapes, m elons, cheese cubes, 
and ber r ies onto a wooden kabob st ick .

- Yogur t Par fai ts: Layer  granola, fr u i t , and yogur t in  plast ic 
cups. Provide on a tr ay covered with plast ic wrap or  let  the 
k ids m ake their  own.

- M in i  Pizzas: Top pi ta bread or  hal f of a whole wheat Engl ish 
m uffin  wi th tom ato sauce, cheese, and chopped vegetables 
and toast unt i l  cheese is m el ted.                   from letsgo.org

T r af f i c
You don 't  have to spend m uch  t im e at  Bel l  
H i l l  to know that the t r af f i c si tuat ion  at  
p ick up  t im e is a p roblem !  T hank you so 
m uch  to ever yone who fol lows the tr af f i c 
p rocedures.  I t  m ay som etim es take a l i t t le 
bi t  longer  to get th rough  the l ine or  to 
par k and walk in to school , but  the safety  of  
the ch i ld ren  and adu l ts in  our  com m un i ty  
i s wor th  the extr a t im e and ef for t .  W e 
appreciate your  con t inued cooper at ion !

Odds and Ends

Does anyone have any 
large umbrellas to donate 
for  our  outside tables?  
Please cal l  the off ice at 
273-2281.

Remember  to br ing in your  
Box Tops!  

Box Tops = $ for  BHA


